resources in military sector. Then the dubious nature of findings was purposely disguised by Song to the extent that the CCP finally requested him to lead the construction of OCP, which was officially accepted as the only choice to prevent any detriment to China's modernisation which might be caused by enlarging population. Song wanted to 'sell' his ideas and he was certainly aware of "the inherent value of the science and the high status of the scientist(s)" among the Party leaders (p.245). Song's work articulated in empirical terms the problem of population growth as it was being articulated by China's leaders and craft policy solutions to solve that problem (p.84). As Greenhalgh comments,
The brilliance of Song's interventions was that…he intervened at each crucial point with a new a strategically crafted quest for credibility that evidently was aimed at silencing doubters, gaining adherents, and ensuring the continued life of his ideas (p.314).
As a good story teller, Greenhalgh fills the work with detailed and exclusive materials from indepth conversations, participant observation and documentary research. By describing the engagement with Chinese population policy in her career in an NGO and later a university, the author utilises fascinating research skills to get the most valuable and crucial information from toplevel policy makers and people around them, who are usually inaccessible in China's political hierarchy. Without nearly 20 years' time and effort delving into this topic, it would be impossible to produce such a profound monograph. The readership of this book would be demographers, STS scholars, political scientists and anthropologists. As a lively account of alleged 'scientific policymaking' (kexue juece), this book should also interest wider audiences including political economists, historians and students on contemporary China. Together with her earlier book with Edwin A. Winckler (2005), and some other works (e.g. Fong 2004) , readers can attain a comprehensive knowledge on the evolution of population policy in China in the last six decades and its existing and emerging social and economic consequences.
Angry critics have tauntingly said that Song must have been pleasantly surprised that not only missile but also his policy is a weapon of mass destruction with even higher efficiency.
1
The CCP has known such criticism but has feignedly ignored the indignation of many Chinese and made efforts to mend the shaking validity of the OCP. Despite this, a limited loosening of the policy has been recently observed. Hopefully freedom will eventually prevail.
